Recycled Beauty
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by Leigh Silverman

This article was published in the September 1997 issue of the AKC Gazette.
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Recycled Beauty

ogs sniff them. People wear
them. Everyone who sees
one knows they're special.
Those who can afford Santa Fe
weaver Nancy Paap's incredible coats
and hats made from canine hair
price tags range from $115 for a beret
to $1,750 for a full-length coat — find
themselves attracting the kind of
recognition reserved for celebrities.
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Recycled Beauty

thi’lC ally correct and
glamomus too.
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Recycled Beauty

market. "Although there are people who use dog hair,” she
explaing, "they don't do it to the full extent that 1 do it, and
they use it differently.” No ane has imitated her style, or sue-

ceeded at maling a lving from the crafi, as she has. She sapE
it has taleen her 20 years to huild up a group of people to fave
dog hair for her, and to find spinmers to spin the hair so it
"ll:'..J]:J.‘,E € beiiui.'l[-u| ri-:]?I'I-E tliat m hc made il:l!l_‘l i j.:u;l-;ut Jam
can woar, that doesnt At hlee a board or fall apart.”

aip began her unigue career 1 the carly 19705, Her
mother-in-law would save her Sameayed’s brushed-oue
Fur and give it to Paap, who would spin it into thread and

weave it into rugs and pillows. She
gradually adapted her technigues o
wiake clothing.

Today Paap produces a number of
items, including bomber-type jackets
three-quarter-loneeh coats, shawls,
scarves and throws, The items are dis-
played at the Santa Fe Weaving
Gallery in New Mexico., “Thers's 2
wide variety to choose fom,” Faap
says, and every piece iz diffevent,”

Advertisements in breed dlub mag-
azines bring in her supply of hair,
She pays $10 per pound: four pounds
of hair are required to make a coat;
two pounds for & jacket and half a
pound for a scarf or & shawl, Pasp
says because show dees are constant-
|__'r' lw.ing EF'I'IUH".E‘CI- their hairis cleanes
thar the hair she gets from groomers
who wark with per dogs.

Faap spende four to six weeks
making & single garment, depending
en the complexity of the project.
First sha eping the dog hair onto a
strand of cotton- or silk-like yara.
Mext she washes the varn with dish
detergent and ammonia, allowing it
to dry before weaving it with fbers
on one ol her loome, She then wash-
& the fabric and cuts and sews the
garment. Fach item is lined with silk
and then dry-cleaned. Although
Faep leaves the dog hair ite narral
calar, she uses ather yaen to add
turquaise, magenta or copper. The
end product iz lighter than a fur
coat, but just as warm, she save,

Samaoyed snd Chow Chow fur are
her specialties, though occasionally
sho'll uze the hair from a Callie, a
Greal Pyrenees, o Standard Poadle
or & Golden Retriever. "You can’t
use any short-haired dogs,” she says,
“and the lurhas zot ta be brushed
cut, not elipped.”

Same of Pasp's customers provide
their own dog's fur to be recycled into s custom-made coat.
"IF the dog is old and passes away,” she says “they have
something to remember 1t by The rest ol Paap's cus-
tomers, she savs, are “fashion.conscipus people wha like to
buy somcthing thar is unusual and looks good on them,”

Her garments hold special appeal for these sensitive to
animal rights. “For people wha den’t like ta buy furs,” she
slye, “this 1 a palitically eorrect alternative. Sometimes pea-
ple mistake the elothes For real’ fur — when yousay it's dog
hair, thei thinl youve slaughtered the dag, which Yo
haven't done, You know the dog is happy and prancing
araund in hiz brushed-out, beautiful, clean saar!”
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Recycled Beauty

But what about other dogst Do they know the garments
are made of real dog fur? “Doge will smell the coats, bu
they won't attack it.” Paap reassures. " But thew1l koo it's
somerhing interesting,”

ﬁt:’-.mugh dug artecks are not a concern for Paap’s cus-
tomers, allergy attacks can pose o problem. She recalls
4 coat she sold ro a couple who were allergic to dogs. “The
rnaromers quesnoned whether they'd be allergic to 1t onve it
was woven and spun and really clean,” she siys. “Sa we mile
the agreement that they could rerurn the coat if it didn't wirk
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out,” They returned the coar,

Bt at least Paap learned never to
gell her garments to people with even
the slightesr allergy to dogs. “The
coats do shed a hittle bit," she says,
"hut I don’t know what it is that
makes them allergenic. You used to
think it was the dander on the animal
and it would all be taken owt when
the item was washed and cleaned, bt
it must be something elze in there thar
rloes the same thing.”

In addition to the allergy warning,
Faap 13 considering prl:rt.'i.ri"l.ng ather
information with Muture dog haie
parments: "Each coat,” she says
with & chuckle, "might be sold with
pedigres p.1|_m|':=._"

Far more information write to
Mancy Paap, cfo The Santa Fe
Weaving Gellery, 1244 Galisreo,
Barita Fe, MM B7501. Or call {503)
4821737,

Eeigh Silverman wis columng editar
A e AKC CAZETTE. She mow dives
-l Arizeng, where abe o an editer and
free-lanee writer
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