"Cloud Land" Dogs

BY M. NELSON

nce upan a tme, in a far off land high in
Otluud-shmuﬂ-eﬁ mountams, there lved a

small, shaggy-haired dog with a plumed
tail and a deep, big-dog bark. This it dog lved
with the religious orders in their monasieries and
its job, aside from being a deeply loyal friend
and companion to all the monks, was to serve
a5 an indocor sentingl, alerting the cutdoor dogs
to any danger they saw Lo their masters. Abde to
mawe sdently, thay could sneak up on intruders.
Pampered and loved, these dogs were 5o aflec-
tionate and deeply attached to their masters that
they would not thrive unless they were regularly
petted and a great deal of notice taken of them
every day, But, they could &lso hold their own in
a fighl, even agamst larger dogs and they mever,
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ever forgot an enemy, These dogs were highly Lhasa, wias Ewie high in trial at the Lhasa Natinnsd Spe-
indeligent and learned all sorts of tncks. In many clalty
ways, they were the monks court aslers.

While they bved a fairytale existence, for the were killed because the Chinese government
mast part, in this harsh land of high atitudes, viewed them as a bowrgecis kiwry and a symbal
dissty terrain, short, hat summers and long, bit: of Tibelan religious cufture that the communists
terly codd winters, sadly for the Tibetan version were determined to eradicate,
af the: Lhasa Apso, tere wase't much in the way Fortunately for the breed, Tibet is next door Lo
of “happily ever alter” comnected to their sty India and in the early 1900s, some of these dogs
After China invaded Tibet in 1949, many Lhasas were given to British military officess in India or

people employed on Brbish government senice
in Tibet. When these officers and government
emgdovees returned to England, they brought
thesr “gift dogs”™ with them.

While there =5 concern that the western lings
diffar in some ways from the original Tibetan
Lhasa and there are same in the breed advocal-
ing breading to these onginal lines to mantain
the authenticity of the breed, many of the breed
charactenistics developed by the monks remain.
“They are easy to train as they learn very fast,”
said Melissa Torgerson who ownis Ch, Indian
Hill Sudsinthe-Bucket RE MJP CL1 {*5uds”) and
i T s Ch, Indian Hall MeLeu's Josse OA A NF CL1
i it SoceEs] g Wotd b ever e b da b CL2-H C12-5 CL2F CL3F 55 5) 58 (“Josie.”) 11
i vt Bie o, loe's abways very pleased with bimsel never really baught Suds to weave, he followed

According io Woods, Lhasas know you can't do anyching MRS Dr MO B8
ahowmi their iricks or behavior in ihe ring.
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Josee through a set of weaves with guide wires
a few times and figured it out, However i is
impartant 1o keep traming sessions short and
fun and also fo stop while they are still enthu-
siastic, They hate repeating things. In agiity
you try 1o repeat a sequence too many mes,
ke more than twice, they tend to gel creatme
or think you want somathing else. | always
dreaded if there wera more than three or four
5its in a rally course, They are nof Bke traditional
perormance breeds that will abways compate.
They are not usually ‘people pleasers.’ They do
it because they think it is fun. You can't coerce
them into running & course. When they want to
be there, they are great. If they don't, you are
wise fo just call it a day.”

Eobbie Wood noted that when she first
started daoing obedience work with her corrant
Lhasa, Multiple BISS NBISS ARCHX Ch, Anbara
Masara Smart Alek COX RE (CDSP) CDH CH-
HCH COX-H (APDT ARCH RLT RLIX3 RL2 RLZX%2
RL3 RLV that was twice high in trial a1 the Lhasa
National Specialty, he seemed to enjoy the wark
because he was doing something with her. "He
really bked his treats and would offer everything
he knew st to get a treat. He didn't care i
his performance was perfect. He was just hav-
ing fun. Some things he learmed very easity but
there were other exercises that took a long
time. The durmbbell and drop on recall tock at
least a year to train even though the brainer

Che Indinm Hill Suds-in-theHucket RE NP CL1 [Suds™), one
of Melizsa Torgerson's Liasas, showed ber thor Lhasas cane
net e cogrced into ranning & course. When they want to
e there, she sakd, they are great. If they don't, you are wise
oo fust call bta day, [Phioto by fessie’s Fhotography)
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AmCan Ch 0 Ky-Ann Pepper UD RE ALAC HIT R{M
CPepper”), one of Becky Hughes' Lhasas, helped her
nibfleratand that Lhasas “aee abways e HESE 1o beafr fiew
things n cliss but perferisancs in the ring i always a
con vosa. 17 they do not want to de somsething, they won't
and you can't make tham”

worked hard (o think up ways to get him to do
it. Because this is a breed that really thinks, you
have to convinge them that this s what they
want to do. They do not need a pob Be some
bweeds and are perfectly happy just hanging out
on the sofa, barking at the occasional passerby.
They are very smart and love the ‘parbes’ when
they get something right. However, they do not
want to be wrong so they can shut down if you
make 0o big a deal when they make & mistake.”
Becky Hughes said that the words “perfor-
mance work™ are a million dollar phrase with
Lhasas. She owns Amy#Can Ch OB Ky-Ann Peg-
par UD RE ALAC HIT ROM ["Pepper”) and Am,/
CanAnt Ch 08 One's Harley Davison COX RE
ALAC HI {*Chopper™), “They are always the first
o learn new things in class but performance
in the rng s a coin toss. If they do not want to
do something, they won't and you can’t make
them. They also get bored easily so you have to
make every training session unigue and exciting,
You absolutely cannot let them get away with
something or they will lsarn that ‘trick’ too, Thay
require @ fair amount of positive psychology. You
have to rake them fesl things are thew idea and
make it worthwhile to perform in the ring. You
cannot bully them into it. They are more stub-
born than most people and they do not forzet,
Think of a sterectypical 'smart bul extremely
rebetious student’ and that is what training 2
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Lhasa is like. In the end, their egos have to
be intact and thay have (o think that they
have won. You have to train them for every
possible situaton before you get mio the
ring o they will shut down completely and
not perform at all. They bore guickly and
will stop working if you let them. If you give
them an mch, they definitely will take the
mile, Through all this, you cannot show
your frusiration as they pick up very guick-
Iy on that and will use it to their advantage.
There will be times, no matter what you
do, when they simply don't feel ke work-
ing. When they do not want to work, they can
iake your day miserable. On the other hand,
they are ncredibly cute when they do everything
right.”

Wood agreed, "They are cute and they have
a wicked sense of humor. No matier how well
trained they are, they will still be creative dong
it the way they wanl to do it Whenswer we go to
a trial, Aleck always comes up with something
| have never seen him do before and when he
daoes, he's always very pleased with himselt.
They kmow you can't do anything about it in the
ring. With a Lhasa, you never know if it will be
a pood day or a day when it is st not going to
happen,”

One pogitive about the breed s that they can
have long performance careers, “They can cont
pele most of ther lives,” said Torgerson, "Struc-
turally they are very sound and suited for agility,
or a correct Lhasa is. They are also relatively
easy to keep in condrion as long as you montor
treats. However, this is a breed with which you
really need to busd a relationship. They will not
usually perform for anyone other than their per-
son.”

While most Lhasa owners have had nothing

biit positve expersnces i the perlormance fing,

every now and then they run mto a judge that
dishkes the breed. “0One time, | had a pdge tell
me that my dog had eamned a qualifying score n
utifity after she had added up the points twice.
When | left the ring, | tofd her that the dog had
just completed her UD, Five minutes after we
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O, lmilean BN Melow's [osie 04 AX] NF 0L CLZ-HOI2S
CL2-F CL3-F 55 5] SR [“Jesbe.”) showed "Suds” bow 1o do
the weaves in agility, (Photo by Jessie's Photography)

left the ring, ribban in hand with a new tithe, the
judge found me outside the ring and said she
had made a mistake. The dop didn't gualify af-
ter all, having missed by a single paint, Later
that day, | took another Lhasa mibo the ring and
the same judge said, 1 cant believe you'd bring
another ane of these into my ring.” The whole
incident was rather bizarre and it seemed obu
ous (o everyone walching that the udge dsd not
like seeng this breed in the obedience ring,” saud
Hughes.

There are some challenges assocated with
thes breed. it is not always easy comvincang
peaple that Lhasa are great dogs,” said Torger-
5o, “They don’t have the best of reputations.
They are very nielligent and will try to run the
household. They are not "toy dogs.” They were
bred to be guardians. You can never let a Lhasa
get away with something, not even once.”

Hughes agreed. “They are stubborn and need
an owner who is up for the challenge of ‘out-
thinking' them. They are very smart dogs and
often find ways of confrofing their cwners and
getting thisr own way. Since they were ariginally
bred as ittle guard dogs, they are naturally chary
of strangers. They often have difficulty trusting
strangers near them or lurking in the crowd when
they are in vulnerable positions. However, | love
the challenge and the hardearned satisfaction of
workng with these dogs and they have made me
a much better handler,”
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